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Introduction

Argos is a global satellite-based location and data collection 

system dedicated to studying and protecting our planet’s 

environment.

It allows any mobile object equipped with a compatible transmitter 

to be located across the world. It also offers the possibility of 

collecting data from measurement sensors connected to this 

transmitter. The rules of the Argos system restrict its use to 

programs for studying and protecting the environment and 

protecting human life or programs of declared government interest. 

The Argos system results from Franco-American cooperation 

involving:

• CNES (French Space Agency),

• NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration), with

support from NASA (National Aeronautics and Space

Administration),

• Eumetsat (European meteorological organization),

• ISRO (Indian Space Research Organization),

• CLS (Collecte Localisation Satellites), operator of the system.
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ArgosWeb is an attractive, practical and user-friendly website 

designed and created by CLS to provide you with secure and easy 

access to your Argos Data. 

This exhaustive guide provides you with all the information you’ll 

need to get started.

This new version works on all browsers and tablets (Android, Ipad). 

For Internet Explorer users, we recommend at least IE 9 

If you need further assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact your 

local customer service.
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Argos Messages
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Request Archived data
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Back to the 

Homepage
Main data 

access and 

download 

options

Access to 

ARGOS system 

information 

tools

Online help, 

FAQ and user

contact

Account 

management

Logout

Settings (time,

Language, …)

Menu and settingsMenu and settingsMenu and settingsMenu and settings

This menu allows you to access your user, 

program and platform information. From here, 

you can also add/delete guest accounts, renew 

your SUA, request new ID numbers and view 

your account activity. 

This menu allows you to change the 

preferences. Very useful  to select the 

language and change the format  which 

will be used in the data grid.
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Format settings (units, etc.) changes will impact all data access

methods (mapping, download, etc)

Part 1 - Account Management and Settings 

This page allows you to define your display settings

How can I change my settings?
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This menu allows you to access to: 

Programs: View your program(s) and add accounts on copy

Platforms: View your platforms and add platform names

User information: Change your user information

Guest accounts: Create accounts for your colleagues to view all or some of your

data

SUA & ID request: Add a new program, request new Ids, renew SUAs and 

download the System Use Policy

Account activity: Download the platforms activity in your program(s), check for 

unused IDs

Part 1 - Account Management and Settings 

My Account
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Note that the account on copy is to share information about one program or 

platform. The user on copy has to already be registered on ArgosWeb.

Note that the program details cannot be modified

How can I add accounts on copy on my programs or platforms?

Part 1 - Account Management and Settings 
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Note that, when grayed, information cannot be edited

Part 1 - Account Management and Settings 

How can I edit my platforms? 
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Note that, when grayed, information cannot be edited

Note: this sends an email to your local customer support office who will

update the information in our database

Part 1 - Account Management and Settings 

How can I change my user information? 
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Part 1 - Account Management and Settings 

How can I create guest accounts? 

Guest accounts allow you to create accounts so that you can share

information of your choice with people who do not have an Argos account. 

See the next page to see how to choose the information you wish to share. 
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Part 1 - Account Management and Settings 

How can I choose what information to share with my guest accounts? 
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Part 1 - Account Management and Settings 

How can I register a new program? 

Complete all the pages of the form and an email will be sent to your local 

customer service office where they will process your request. 
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Part 1 - Account Management and Settings 

How can I request new ID numbers? 

Complete all the pages of the form and an email will be sent to your local 

customer service office where they will process your request. 
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Part 1 - Account Management and Settings 

How can I renew my SUA? 

Complete all the pages of the form and an email will be sent to your local 

customer service office where they will process your request. 
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Part 1 - Account Management and Settings 

How can I monitor my account activity and my unused IDs? 

Account activity allows you to monitor the number of days each platform has transmitted in 

the month. 

Unused IDs are IDs that have not transmitted for two years. This tool allows you to see 

which of your IDs are classed as unused. 
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This menu allows you to access to: 

Mapping: Direct access to the UMV map (See part 4: mapping) 

View your data: Have direct access to your information and export them

Download messages: Search by criteria (platforms, programs) and download 

data grid

Observations: Set of physical values measured

Archived data extraction: Users can request that their archived data be sent to 

them

Reprocessing locations: Users can request location reprocessing

Download COM/PRV/DIAG: Certain users have the possibility to download 

TELNET formats

Part 2 – Data access & management

How can I consult my data?
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Selection: You can choose by Platform number/name/model, Program number/name

or all

Time frame: You can choose by most recent data (last location regardless of the date), 

the last X days and hours and between two dates. Note that the last 365 days are 

available

How can I consult my data?

Part 2 – Data access & management
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When exporting data, note that filtered data will be exported. Be sure to clear filters

before exporting if you require all your data.  

Part 2 – Data management & access

How do I filter and export my data?
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Part 2 – Data management & access

How can I download large amounts of data?

Selection: You can choose by Platform number/name/model, Program number/name

or all

Time frame: You can choose by most recent data (last location regardless of the date), 

the last X days and hours and between two dates. Note that the last 365 days are 

available.

Diagnostic data: Tick this box for more options such as error radius, lat/long solutions 1 

&2

Columns: Choose which columns you wish to display before downloading. p.21
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Observations are physical values extracted from Argos messages, dated, given a geolocation and

validated. The observation time and location can be computed by sensor values (GPS) transmitted

through Argos. To get more information, please contact your local customer office.

Observations – What is an observation? 

Selection: You can choose by Platform number/name/model, Program 

number/name, WMO number or all

Time frame: You can choose by most recent data (last location regardless

of the date), the last X days and hours and between two dates. Note that

the last 20 days are available.

Filter and Export: As with your messages, You can filter and export your

observations . See Data Access: How can I filter and export data? 

Part 2 – Data access & management
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Part 2 – Data access & management

How can I download data in COM/PRV or DIAG format? 

p.23
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You can download your data using the telnet formats: COM, DIAG and PRV. You can download an

unlimited number of messages from the current day and the past twenty days using this function.

Type: You can choose from COM (most recent data), DIAG (diagnostic 

information for the current day and previous 20 days for all messages 

received), PRV DS (data for the current day and previous 20 days for all 

messages received), PRV TX (most significant message per pass for data for 

the current day and previous 20 days), PRV/A DS (PRV DS format plus 

diagnosis information for the current day and previous 20 days)

Selection: You can choose by Platform number/name/model, Program 

number/name, or all

Time frame: You can only choose the last number of days/hours



How can I get up to 1 year’s worth of archived data? 

Complete all the pages of the form and an email will be sent to your local 

customer service office where they will process your request. 

Part 2 – Data access & management

p.24
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Reprocessing locations – What is location reprocessing and how does it work?

The Kalman algorithm reprocessing is a chargeable service to calculate positions with both

algorithms, using the interpolated satellite ephemeris. This service is available for messages received

after January 1, 2008, and only concerns location information. Fusion with collection data is not

available. The ouput formats (1 file per location type) are described in the form.

Complete all the pages of the form and an email will be sent to your local 

customer service office where they will process your request. 

Part 2 – Data access & management

p.25
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Part 3 – System

How can I predict satellite passes? 
This tool allows you to predict satellite passes over a specified location point.

Defining a period (up to 6 months in the future): You can choose by date, by time 

in hours (max 4320) or by number of satellite passes (max. 50,000)

Choosing satellites: from the Argos constellation

Defining a location (reference point over which satellite(s) will pass ans 

simulations will be calculated): You can choose by latitude, longitude and altitude, 

by PTT/PMT or Network station.

Defining options (these increase probability of the satellite receiving messages): 

min. elevation (90° max.) and/or minimum duration (15 minutes)
p.26
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Part 3 – System

What results can I get? 

The tool will provide you with three things: A results table (downloadable), a table of synthesis

(downloadable) and a time block display (displayed as a graph) .

When exporting, note that filtered information will be exported. Be sure to clear filters

before exporting if you require all the information.  

p.27
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Part 3 – System

How can I send commands to my PMTs? 

The commands function is available to PMT users (Platform Message Transceiver) with the Web

Downlink option. Note that onlys users of Argos-3/4 will have access to this option.

PMT Selection: You can choose by PMT ID/name, Program or all. Additional

filters can be applied such as model and type. Click on the line to select the PMT.

Command selection: You can choose the command type from the list available

Command sending mode: You can choose the mode and the date here. 

p.28
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What are current, Archived and Pending commands? 

Part 3 – System

CurrentCurrentCurrentCurrent commandscommandscommandscommands : allows you to search, view and edit pending commands.

ArchivedArchivedArchivedArchived commandscommandscommandscommands : allows you to search and view commands that have been sent

PeriodicPeriodicPeriodicPeriodic commandscommandscommandscommands: allows you to search, view and edit commands that are sent periodically.

Selection: You can choose by Command ID, PMT ID or PMT name

Time frame: You can choose between two dates

Advanced: Allows you to filter by status and/or command type

When exporting data, note that filtered data will be exported. Be sure to clear filters

before exporting if you require all your data.  
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Part 3 – System

How can I find out when my tag will transmit next? 
Based on the last 20 days’ worth of data, you can use the next transmission prediction tool to see

when your tag will transmit next.

p.30
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The information provided with this tool is for general information purposes only. It is not a representation of 

the reliability or state of neither the platform nor the Argos System.



Part 3 – System

What results can I get? 

The tool will provide you with the number of messages received per hour and the Time distribution of

messages

p.31
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The information provided with this tool is for general information purposes only. It is not a representation of 

the reliability or state of neither the platform nor the Argos System.



Your new Mapping tool

The last positions are shown automatically when opening

your mapping tool

Clustering: Based on the zoom, platfroms that are in proximity of each

other are grouped together

Part 4 – Mapping

p.32
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Display information by 

clicking on object 

Measure distance 

between selected points 

on map 

Animate displayed 

positions for the current 

view 

Display positions in 

grid format (export 

function) 

Select position grid

Find your PTTS by name or 

ID number 

Position search

(Search for position 

registered in the data 

base) 

Rendering: change your

map type according to 

your needs

Getting to know your mapping tool

To right click on your

tablet, keep your finger

pressed down

Right click gives

the options 

menu 

Left click selects a point or 

gives the information menu

Part 4 – Mapping

Horizontal and vertical menuHorizontal and vertical menuHorizontal and vertical menuHorizontal and vertical menu

Settings menuSettings menuSettings menuSettings menu

Option on a Option on a Option on a Option on a mapmapmapmap pointpointpointpoint
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Part 4 – Mapping

How can I change my settings? 

General Preferences: Allows you to save your desired settings which will

be applied when exporting your data. Under platform display you can

choose to display your platforms by their IDs or names.

Data Management: Allows you to view your platforms and program(s)

p.34
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Part 4 – Mapping

Click on     to delete your

search criteria

Use the quick search engine to find

the most recent position of your

platform by it’s number or name. 

Any results will automatically be

selected and highlighted in yellow

Or simply click on the number or 

name to choose. 

How can I search for positions? 

Use the Positions search tool for a 

more detailed search for one or 

more platforms/programs

p.35

Back to contents



Part 4 – Mapping

How do I How do I How do I How do I choosechoosechoosechoose mymymymy time time time time criteriacriteriacriteriacriteria????

Most recent data: gives you the last position regardless of the date.

Between dates: you can choose a period between two dates within the 

last 365 days

Last days and hours: you can choose the last number of days and hours

that you need. The option to limit the search is also possible here. Note 

that 365 days’ worth of data is available online

p.36
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Click on     to delete your

search criteria

How do I How do I How do I How do I choosechoosechoosechoose mymymymy platformplatformplatformplatform criteriacriteriacriteriacriteria????

* Class 0 locations are available by request only

Part 4 – Mapping

Click on  next to the search

engine to select or deselect all 

the platforms

Use the search engine to find your

platform or program by it’s number or 

name. 

Any results will automatically be selected

and highlighted in yellow

Or simply click on the number or name to 

choose

You can choose to display all location classes, a selction or only GPS locations. To 

choose between options click      or       and click on the class you wish to use

Location classes explained

Class Type

Estimated error
Number of messages 

received per satellite pass

Least 

squares
Kalman

Least 

squares
Kalman

G GPS < 100m 1 message or more

3 Argos < 250m 4 messages or more

2 Argos 250 <  < 500 m 4 messages or more

1 Argos 500m <  < 1500m 4 messages or more

0* Argos > 1500m 4 messages or more

A Argos

No 

accuracy

estimation

Unbounded

accruacy

estimation

3 messages

B Argos

No 

accuracy 

estimation

Unbounded

accruacy

estimation

messages
1 or 2 

messages

Z Argos

Invalid location 

(available only for 

Service Plus/Auxiliary 

Location Processing)

How do I How do I How do I How do I choosechoosechoosechoose mymymymy location location location location criteriacriteriacriteriacriteria? ? ? ? 

p.37
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Part 4 – Mapping

What are loading actions?

You can choose

to automatically

show trajectories

Center and zoom 

takes you straight 

to a platform

once positions 

have been found

Useful information 

You can create, save and 

load favourite searches to 

make searching for 

positions quicker

You have the option to filter locations with 1 

message. This is recommended for platforms

with low output power 

p.38
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How can I exploit my data?

Part 4 – Mapping

Right click on a 

platform

Speed

Header

Location class

Location date

Location

Browse trajectory if multiple 

positions are available

p.39
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Part 4 – Mapping

How can I measure distances?

1 Click

Click  on a point to create the starting point

Click    on the point you want to measure

2

3

4 Click  to stop measuring

5

6

Click  to bring up the menu for either distance or ETA

For ETA, change the date by clicking on  and enter a speed. The ETA will

automatically update on the map. 

First, search for positions : see the slide searching for positions

p.40

Back to contents



Before using this tool, you need to search for positions first. 

1 Choose in the horizontal menu

2 Click  to change the dates and/or duration if necessary.

Click  to start the animation and your trajectory will appear

position by position. 

You can speed up    or slow down  the animation. 

Remember to click  to exit animation mode.

3

How can I animate my trajectories?

Part 4 – Mapping

p.41
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How can I export my positions? 

Part 4 – Mapping

Before you can export positions, you need to search for positions first. 

You can change the order of your columns by simply clicking on the 

heading and dragging the column. 

When exporting your data, you can choose to export filtered data or all 

data, displayed or all columns and only values or values and units by 

clicking
p.42
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Rendering

The Rendering menu can be

found by clicking in the

vertical menu

Marine map

Road map

Imagery map

Part 4 – Mapping

How can I change my map type? 

Imagery and road map
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For platforms in polar regions, please use the dedicated map types: South Pole or 

North Pole

Geographic information 

Part 4 – Mapping

How can I change my map type?
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Advanced configuration

The tools available in Advanced Configuration 

only work with GPS positions and not Argos 

positions

The tools in Advanced Configuration allow you to 

display and define the settings for:

• Missing positions

• Estimated positions

• The pause symbol

Part 4 – Mapping

How can I decide my platform labels? 

Define your

choice here

Choose to display on the 

map here

What is Advanced configuration? 

p.45
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Advanced configuration, missing positions
Missing position trajectories are displayed

as dotted lines if the time between two

positions is greater than the time defined

here:

When the trajectory is selected, it turns red

and the duration is displayed.

Estimated positions are displayed as by default and

trajectories are displayed as red dotted lines. To change

the icon colour, see Rendering: editing your style. Note

that the estimated trajectory colour cannot be changed.

The last GPS position with speed and heading is

used to estimate where the platform will be in x

minutes which can be defined here.

The information box will display that the position or 

trajectory is estimated

Advanced configuration, estimated positions

Part 4 – Mapping
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Pause symbol: this symbol is displayed if the immediate GPS speed is

lower than the limit defined here: 

Advanced configuration, pause symbol

The unit is defined under

settings : general preferences. 

How to change your general

preferences is explained here

Create your own style

Part 4 – Mapping

How can I create my own style? 
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Part 4 – Mapping

How can I edit my style? 
You can only make

changes once you have 

chosen Edit
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Part 4 – Mapping

How can I change my platform icons? 

Change 

categories here

Turn the dial to 

choose your icon

Clicking here

changes the 

trajectory colour

for platforms

with this icon

Clicking here

changes the icon

colour for 

platforms with

this icon

Don’t forget to 

save your

changes to your

icon. 
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Part 4 – Mapping

How can I add a different icon for my various platform types? 

Users with different platform families can choose different icons to differentiate

between families.

If you aren’t sure which family your platform type belongs to, you can

check in Settings: Data management – platforms. 
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Part 4 – Mapping

How can I choose a different trajectory and icon colours for individual
platforms? 

You can now attribute a specific colour and/or icon to each individual platform

p.51
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Turn the dial to 

choose your icon

Clicking here

changes the 

trajectory colour Change 

categories here

Clicking here

changes the icon

colour

Select your

platform



CLS Headquarters

11 rue Hermès

Parc Technologique du Canal

31250 RAMONVILLE-ST AGNE, FRANCE 

Tel.: +33 (0)5 61 39 47 20

Fax.: +33 (0)5 61 75 10 14

Web: www.cls.fr

READY TO USE ARGOSWEB !
For more information,

please contact us!

The Argos satellite tracking & animal telemetry system has provided the essentiel science-based data needed to

guide global conservation policy-making for more than 30 years. Thousands of birds, marine and terrestrial

animals are studied each month with Argos. From elephants to shorebirds, Argos continues to evolve, providing

tracking solutions for an ever-widening array of species.

Join the Argos community!

https://www.argos-system.org/

https://www.cls.fr/en/
https://www.argos-system.org/
https://www.argos-system.org/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/trackwithargos



